
EQUESTRIAN & COUNTRY
CLOTHING SALE

Sat 4th December 2010 9am-5pm
Sun 5th December 2010 9am-2pm

We have purchased end of line and seconds stock from:
Mountain Horse, Weatherbeeta, Loveson,

Horze, Equi-theme,  Fuller Fillies 
and other selected manufacturers.

A Christmas shopping opportunity not to be missed.

Ickleford Manor, Turnpike Lane, Hitchin SG5 3XE
(off the A600 Hitchin-Bedford road)

THURSDAY 2nd DECEMBER, 6pm-11pm
at Red Lion, 88 Great North Road

Hatfield AL9 5EU
• BRITAIN’S BEST KNOWN PSYCHICS 

• CLAIRVOYANTS • MEDIUMS
• PALMISTS • ASTROLOGISTS 

ADMISSION £3.50 - CHILDREN FREE - 
READINGS EXTRA

PHONE PHOENIX HOTLINE TEL: 07958 255999

PHOENIX PRESENTS

Premier

TO THE - GALLERIA SHOPPING CENTRE,
HATFIELD, MULTI STOREY CAR PARK

Comet Way, Hatfield, Herts.AL10 0XR.

Sellers 7am - 8.30am until12noon. 
FREE parking after 8.30am - before 10.30am. Last entry 11.30am.  

Cars (1 ½ spaces £11) Small vans (2 spaces £14) 
LARGE VANS MAX HEIGHT 1.98 m (3 spaces £21) 
STRICTLY SECONDHAND!! NO TRADERS!!

10 sales on 5 days - web site above or 01992-468619

COUNTRYSIDE PROMOTIONS.co.uk 

BIRCHWOOD
CAR BOOT

HAS MOVED UNDER COVER!
NOW SUNDAY MORNINGS

Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School
Colney Heath Lane
St Albans 
Herts AL4 0TT

SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING
September 2011 entry
Thursday 2nd December at 7.00 pm in the hall
The Sixth Form offer at Nicholas Breakspear is second to none. Find out more about the courses on offer here for
2011/12 
Nicholas Breakspear has a large and flourishing Sixth Form of which we are very proud. The pastoral care that
students receive in earlier years at the school is maintained and all students are offered support and guidance
concerning careers advice and entry to Higher Education. The majority of Sixth Form students progress to
University, including successful applications to Oxford and Cambridge. We have a new state-of-the-art Learning
Resource Centre which can be used for private study. We are currently enrolling for September 2011 and would
welcome applications.
In collaboration with Loreto College, St. Michael's Catholic High School and St Alban's Girls School (Alban 14-19
Consortium of Schools) Nicholas Breakspear offers a diverse range of subjects to challenge and inspire each
individual student. 
If you are considering your post GCSE education, we invite you to:

• attend our Open Evening with your parents
• collect an information pack and application form
• and/or arrange to come and see the school at work

For further details please contact Sue Johnson, PA to Headteacher 
on 01727 860079 or email johnsons@nicholasbreakspear.herts.sch.uk
What our students say:
"Great atmosphere. Friendly teachers and students, always willing to help."
"The teachers treat us with respect. Classes are excellent - relaxed, yet everyone learns."

WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY CHRIS LAW

HARPENDEN’S VERY OWN LAUGHTER-PACKED FAMILY PANTOMIME

ERIC MORECOMBE THEATRE - HARPENDEN PUBLIC HALLS

THU 16th DEC - 6pm

FRI 17th DEC - 7pm

SAT 18th DEC - 6pm

SUN 19th DEC - 3pm

TICKETS FROM £9

FRI 17th DEC - 3pm

SAT 18th DEC - 1pm

SUN 19th DEC - 11am

BOX OFFICE 01582 767525

Great For Your Wallet & Great For the planet !!

Call: 0845 463 2273
cash4musiccds.co.uk
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Lightening 
the gloom 
of Sisters

HAVING seen Chekhov’s Three 
Sisters several times on the local stage, 
I have always come away with the view 
that while it is a stunning piece of writing, 
it is unremittingly gloomy.

But the latest version performed by 
OVO at their new theatre in Pudding 
Lane, St Albans, actually has a stab at 
bringing some humour into the darkness.

And for that if nothing else Imogen de 
la Bere, who directs and adapts the 
play, should take a bow because it is a 
play which benefits from being lifted in 
places.

The story of the eponymous Three 
Sisters who yearn to return to Moscow is 
well known and regarded by many as 
Chekhov’s masterpiece.

As Imogen says in her programme 
notes, there is a strong sense of 
ambivalence in Chekhov’s script and we 
never really know whether or not they 
achieve their wish although the 
presumption is that they don’t.

She has amassed a strong cast who 
capture that uncertainty about the future 
of the sisters perfectly. Anna Franklin, 
one of St Albans’ best actresses, takes 
the pivotal role of Masha who is married 
to Kuligin – played by Kieran Cummins 
who brings the much-needed element of 
humour into the production – and in love 
with David Widdowson’s dashing 
Vershinin.

Alison Wright as Olga and Jo Mills as 
Irina are both good value in their roles 
and the trio dominate the play as they 
should, playing their parts particularly 
strongly as they react to the fire which 
destroys so much of their town.

By contrast to the sisters, Jo Emery is 
a strong-willed and determined Natasha, 
married to their brother, Will Franklin’s 
wishy washy Andre.

I also particularly liked Dewi Williams 
in the role of the drunkard Chebutikin 
and the strait-laced Soliony, played by 
Edmund White.

It is hard to write confidently about an 
adaptation unless you know the original 
well enough to contrast the two but there 
is no doubt that Imogen has succeeded 
in producing a version of the classic 
which Chekhov would have approved of. 
She has certainly succeeded in making it 
far more timeless than the original which 
was set in nineteenth century Russia and 
although it is still clearly a Russian play, 
it feels far more applicable to the human 
condition in general rather than just in a 
particular time and place.

Tickets are still available for 
performances tonight (Thursday) and 
tomorrow. They are £12.50 with 
concessions £7.50, available from the 
box office on 07807 521436 or online at 
www.ovo.org.uk

MADELEINE BURTON

Company planning a mean Scrooge
DICKENS’ classic tale of 
human redemption and festive 
joy A Christmas Carol is the 
Company of Ten’s Christmas 
production at the Abbey 
Theatre in St Albans.

One of Dickens’ greatest 
creations, Ebenezer Scrooge, 
lurks tight-fisted, avaricious 
and miserable at the start of 

the story to become 
transformed into a generous 
open-hearted benefactor who 
has learnt the great lesson of 
life by the end.

The mean old money-lender 
is played by Company of Ten 
stalwart Terry Prince who has 
acted and directed for the 
Company of Ten since 1968 

and has directed a number of 
Dickens’ plays including 
Nicholas Nickleby, A Tale of 
Two Cities and last season’s 
successful production of 
David Copperfield.

He will be supported by a 
cast of more than 20 playing 
the rich mix of characters 
which are instrumental in the 

story of A Christmas Carol.
The show, dramatised by 

Anthony Peters, runs from 
December 16 to 28 and tickets 
are £8-£10 with under 16s £5. 
Performances are at 2.30pm, 
5.30pm and 7.30pm and for 
further details go to 01727 
857861 or online at www.
abbeytheatre.org.uk

Terry Prince and some of the cast of A Christmas Carol
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The cream of
Hertfordshire

dating 
sites.

Meet over 13,040 people in your area 
on your trusted dating site.

3,237
Hertfordshire men looking 

for a female partner.

8,169
Hertfordshire ladies 

looking for a new man.

1
place to meet 

them all.
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Find it at www.hertsad24.co.uk 

or call 0905 675 4032
Calls cost £1.20 per minute from a BT landline.

Other networks, mobiles and payphones may vary.

Your local trusted dating site.


